REGULAR MEETING, TOWN BOARD, TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS, FEBRUARY 10, 2026

A Regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Little Falls was held on February 10, 2026 at the town hall commencing at 6:03 p.m. with the following members present:

Present:	Supervisor Dan Casler
		Councilman Anthony Viscomi
		Councilman Kirk Schwasnick
		Councilman Kevin Sullivan
		Councilman Mitch Soules

Others Present:  Town Clerk, Sandra Regan; Highway Superintendent, Donald Cotton; Town Attorney, Nicholas Macri; Steering Committee Member Steve Salamone; Steering Committee and Planning Board Chairman, Bob Brown;  Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway Administration Representative, Ally Spongr-DeGon.

-Supervisor Casler called the meeting to order directing the Clerk to call the roll.
RESOLUTION #20
Minute Approval
On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes: Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous month’s meetings, as submitted by the clerk, hereby be approved.

-Privilege of the floor was granted to those present.  

-Steering Committee Member Steve Salamone gave an update on the town’s comprehensive plan and reported that MVEDD’s Community Planner, Sarah Bouillon, has been given all the steering committees documents associated with the comprehensive plan draft for her review and that she’s going to be attending an informational meeting with the steering committee on February 16th at the town hall at 4:30 to review the draft.  Member Salamone stated that Ms. Bouillon is hoping to have the draft available by the March town board meeting and she’d like to attend that meeting to review the draft with everyone.  

-Steering Committee and Planning Board member Bob Brown, reported on a webinar he attended that was put on by the State on energy storage facilities; that it was interesting and provided a lot of good information; that the presentation is available on line for anyone interested.

-Supervisor Monthly Report:
	Supervisor Casler reported:
	-That he has submitted a monthly financial report for the board’s review.  Supervisor Casler reviewed the report with the board.
	-That the 4th quarter tax and the county and state snow checks have been received, all of which he’s put into the highway account.
	-That he’s signed ARC Herkimer’s Pilot agreement and is waiting to receive a signed copy back.
	-That Herkimer County Soil & Water’s yearly report was received.
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-Supervisor Casler reported that a letter was received from Salisbury Ridgerunners Snowmobile Club informing the town that the club has asked National Grid for authorization to use a strip of their land for a snowmobile trail; that prior to National Grid’s approval, National Grid has asked for written verification that the town has no objection to this. 
Discussion was held on this matter with the board directing Attorney Macri to draft a letter to be sent to Ridgerunners requesting more information on this proposal and that the town would like to hear from National Grid themselves, after which the board will consider the request.  This matter was tabled.
	-That after meeting with a with a person regarding a financial foil request, he found that Resolution #45, dated May 13, 2025, needs to be rescinded;  that there is a different pay rate for research of records than what was previously approved.  Discussion was held on this matter and the board decided to rescind Resolution #45 of 2025 and approve a resolution naming town foil officers.

RESOLUTION #21  
Rescinding Resolution #45 Dated May 13, 2025

On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that Resolution #45, dated May 13, 2025, hereby be rescinded.

RESOLUTION #22
Establishing Foil Efficient Officials

On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Little Falls, needs to establish certain individuals to act as a Foil Officer and a Foil Appeals Officer for all foil requests submitted to the Town of Little Falls, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Little Falls Foil Officer shall be the Town Supervisor and Foil Appeals Officer shall be the Town Clerk.
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-Codes Officer Report:  
Supervisor Casler reported that former Codes Officer Green sent the state his yearly report and that a letter of interest in the Codes Officer position was received from the City of Little Falls’ Codes Officer.
Discussion was held on the Codes Officer position with the board directing Supervisor Casler to inform the applicant that the board is considering another individual at this time to fill the position. 
Clerk Regan reported she sent the state a building permit census report.

-Justice Report:  
Supervisor Casler reported that the Justice report for January has been received.

-Planning Board Report:
	Clerk Regan reported that the planning board hasn’t met; therefore, there’s no report.

-Health Officer Report:  None, Vacant Position

-Dog Control Officer Report:
	Supervisor Casler reported that the person involved in the dog attack has lawyered up and Dog Control Officer Foster is on top of the case.

-Town Attorney Report:  Nothing at this time.

-Highway Superintendent Report:  Nothing at this time.

-Town Clerk Report:
	Clerk Regan reported that the BAN for the new dump body is all set and that notice has been received that Herkimer-Oneida County Planning has no recommendations as far as renewing the moratorium law on energy storage facilities; therefore, a public hearing can be scheduled for such.  The board scheduled the hearing.

RESOLUTION # 23
Scheduling Public Hearing on Local Law #1-2026, Moratorium on Battery Energy Storage Systems 

On motion of Supervisor Casler, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution is hereby ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

WHEREAS, the Town Board had accepted proposed Local Law #1-2026, a 1-year moratorium on Battery Energy Storage Systems, at the January 13th town board meeting,

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby schedules a public hearing on such to be held on March 10, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the town hall and authorizes the Town Clerk to publish notice of the hearing at her discretion.
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-Clerk Regan reported that a request and a sample resolution has been received seeking town support for a proposed Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway.  The board approved such and directed Clerk Regan to execute such.

RESOLUTION #24
Resolution for Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway Nomination
and Corridor Management Plan Adoption

On motion of Supervisor Casler, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution is hereby ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

WHEREAS, the historic qualities of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway, as described in the corridor management plan, and the surrounding areas have been appreciated and celebrated for over a century by the residents of New York State, as well as tourists, historians, artists, authors, and other visitors to the region; and it is this unique combination of the journeys of Harriet Tubman and those Freedom Seekers who traveled on the Underground Railroad that create the special sense of place that is vital in telling the New York story of the human desire for freedom and the historic sites they utilized during their journey to emancipation; and

WHEREAS, the Steering Committee of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway, composed of representatives of 22 municipalities along the proposed scenic byway route, committed to working cooperatively to protect and promote the historic, scenic, recreational, and economic well-being of the 544-mile Corridor throughout the state and agreed to pursue the nomination of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway; and

WHEREAS, under the leadership of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway Steering Committee, each of the 22 counties contributed to the development of this corridor management plan by encouraging public participation, confirming the vision and goals, and leading individual meetings of the Collaborative; and

WHEREAS, the Steering Committee of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway, consisting of relatives of Harriet Tubman, descendants of Freedom Seekers, Harriet Tubman and/or Underground Railroad historians, representatives from state and federal agencies, has strengthened the historic integrity, representation, and the principles of the corridor management plan; and

WHEREAS, in the process of developing this corridor management plan, the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway Steering Committee has strengthened the bonds of inter-municipal cooperation, and the involved entities envision further benefit through scenic byway designation including sustained collaborative progress, increased funding opportunities for recommendations identified in the plan, enhanced partnerships with agencies responsible for REGULAR MEETING, TOWN BOARD, TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS, FEBRUARY 10, 2026-CONT.

(Resolution #24-cont.)

the stewardship of resources along and adjacent to the byway route, and an improved visitor experience that interprets and promotes the corridor's intrinsic qualities and resources; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Little Falls supports the designation of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway which includes programs for stewardship and enhancement of the historic scenic byway and guidance to manage future activities along its corridor; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Little Falls confirms that they will not approve any requests for new off-premise outdoor advertising signs along the designated Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway route; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Little Falls will work in partnership with the other municipalities along the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway and local and regional stakeholders in order to support future Byway programs, economic development, marketing, and collaborate with these interested entities to explore opportunities for cooperation to realize the Scenic Byway goals.

-Harriett Tubman Scenic Byway representative, Ally Spongr-degon, entered the meeting to discuss and answer and questions on the proposed byway. 
The board informed Ms. Spongr-degon that the board had no questions and has approved town support for such.  Ms. Spongr-degon thanked the board and left the meeting.

-Discussion was held on a request from Arc Herkimer’s Attorney, Sarah Brinski, to amend the wording on the front page of ARC Herkimer’s pilot program agreement.  Attorney Macri stated that the request is to change the wording “until construction is completed in approximately July 2027” to “upon completion of the Event Center in July 2027”. Attorney Macri stated that no other changes are to being made.
	After discussion the board agreed to the amendment.

RESOLUTION #25
Approval to Amend Wording on Front Page of Arc Herkimer’s Pilot Program Agreement

On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED, that the Town Board, of the Town of Little Falls, hereby approves amending the wording on the front page of ARC Herkimer’s Pilot Program Agreement from “until construction is completed in approximately July 2027” to “upon completion of the Event Center in July 2027”.
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-Supervisor Casler tabled approval of the fee schedule to allow further review.

-Supervisor Casler reported that he and Councilman Schwasnick met with Steven Gay regarding the Codes Officer position and he recommends appointing Mr. Gay to the position.  The board had no objections and appointed Mr. Gay to that position. 

RESOLUTION #26
Appointment: Codes Enforcer-Steven Gay 

On motion of Councilman Schwasnick, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that Steven Gay hereby be appointed to fill the vacant Codes Officer position effective February 10, 2026 through December 31, 2026.

-Meeting recessed at 7:15 p.m. to audit the bills.
-Meeting resumed at 7:25 p.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk692437]RESOLUTION #27
Payment of General Bills
On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes- Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
RESOLVED that the General Bills #12-17 in the amount of $2,553.05 hereby be paid.

RESOLUTION #28
Payment of Highway Bills
On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes-Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
RESOLVED that the Highway Bills #13-26, in the amount of $53,524.97 hereby be paid.

-The next regular meeting will be held on March 10, 2026 at the town hall immediately following the public hearing on Local Law #1-26 scheduled for 6:00 p.m.

-Meeting adjourned at 7:29 p.m. by Councilmen Soules and Viscomi.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra Regan, Town Clerk

