REORGANIZATIONAL/REGULAR MEETING, TOWN BOARD, TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS, JANUARY 13, 2026

A Reorganizational/Regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Little Falls was held on January 13, 2026 at the town hall commencing at 7:04 p.m. with the following members present:

Present:	Supervisor Dan Casler
		Councilman Anthony Viscomi
		Councilman Kirk Schwasnick
		Councilman Kevin Sullivan
		Councilman Mitch Soules

Others Present:  Town Clerk, Sandra Regan; Highway Superintendent, Donald Cotton; Town Attorney, Nicholas Macri; Steering Committee Members Steve Salamone, Kimberly Pepper, Bob Brown.

-Supervisor Casler called the meeting to order directing the Clerk to call the roll.
-Oath of office cards and code of ethics were signed.

RESOLUTION #1
Minute Approval

On motion of Councilman Schwasnick, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes: Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous month’s meetings, as submitted by the clerk, hereby be approved.

-Privilege of the floor was granted to those present.  

-Steering Committee Member Salamone reported that he had given the town board a draft copy of the comprehensive plan and asked what thoughts the board had and where does the steering go from here.
	Councilman Soules stated that once the town board approves the plan, it goes to county for approval, then the state for approval.
	Supervisor Casler stated that he’s dropped off a copy of the draft to Mohawk Valley Economic Development (MVED) who can finish the plan at no cost to the town and he’s waiting to hear back from them.
	Discussion was held on this matter with the board agreeing to use MVED to finish the plan and to table possible approval of the plan until next month to allow all parties sufficient time to review the plan. Supervisor Casler advised Committee Member Salamone to contact MVED for their input and direction. 

-Supervisor Monthly Report:
	Supervisor Casler reported:
	-That he has received confirmation that MVED will be available to finish the comprehensive plan at no cost to the town.
	-That NYMIR has sent out a Cyber Alert Notice and recommends a scam alert be put on the town’s website. Clerk Regan stated she’d take care of this. 
REORGANIZATIONAL/REGULAR MEETING, TOWN BOARD, TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS, JANUARY 13, 2026-CONT.

(Supervisor Monthly Report Cont.)

	-That he’s still waiting for a revised and signed Pilot agreement from ARC Herkimer.
	-That a copy of a letter written by Michelle Connor was received expressing town support for her request to have safety measures put in place at the intersection of State Rte. 167 and 5s, which she intend on sending to the NYS DOT. Supervisor Casler requested authorization to sign the letter. This was approved.
	-That a letter was received from Herkimer County Tax Service that the tax levy for fire protection amounted to $1.13 per thousand and that the total tax rate for 2026 is $6.05 per thousand.
	-That a request was received from Herkimer County Soil & Water asking for a donation for their annual Envirothon.  This was approved.
 	-That notice was received that the NYS Thruway Authority will be upgrading its 2-way radio system and acting as lead agency.
	-That the 2025 annual report of the former Herkimer County Self-Insured Worker’s Compensation Plan was received.
	-That he doesn’t have a financial report for this month.
	-That he’s expecting a check for fourth quarter taxes that he anticipates putting into the highway account to cover expenses and that there will be a BAN to payment of $40,000 plus interest due for the Western truck for a total of $47,875.00.
	-That he renewed the decommissioning CDs for Nexamp’s Solar Project at 2.8% and Newville Road’s Solar Project at 3.3 % for a 6 month term.

RESOLUTION # 2
Envirothon Donation
	
On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye
	
RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to make a donation of $250.00 to Herkimer County Soil & Water’s annual Envirothon.

RESOLUTION # 3
Supervisor Authorization to Sign Letter of Town Support for Michelle Connor’s request to the DOT for Safety Measures at the Intersection of State Route 167 and 5s.
	
On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye
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(Resolution #3-cont.)

RESOLVED, that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to sign a letter of town support in for Michelle Connor’s request to the DOT for safety measures at the intersections of State Rte 167 and 5s.

RESOLUTION #4
Designated Banks
On motion of Supervisor Casler, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the following be designated the Official Depositories for the Year 2026: Adirondack Bank for the Highway Fund, General Fund, Trust and Agency Fund, and Special Funds.

RESOLUTION #5
Designated Official Newspaper

On motion of Councilman Soules, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the Little Falls Times Telegram hereby be designated the Official Newspaper for all necessary notices and advertisements.

RESOLUTION #6
Designation of Second Tuesday of the Month for Regular Town Board Meetings

On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby designates the Second (2nd) Tuesday of each month for the regular Town board meetings at 6:00 p.m. November through March and at 7:00 p.m. April through October.
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RESOLUTION #7
Re-imbursement for Travel

On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the reimbursement for travel by Town Officials and Employees, while on town business, be at a rate of $.55 per mile.

RESOLUTION #8
Supervisor Authorization to Deposit Idle Monies
On motion of Councilman Schwasnick, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the Town Supervisor is hereby authorized to deposit idle town monies in investments with the designated banks until needed as outlined in the Investment Policy of the Town of Little Falls.

RESOLUTION #9
Superintendent Authorized to Purchase Tools and Equipment
On motion of Supervisor Casler, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the Highway Superintendent be authorized to purchase tools and equipment not exceeding $3,000 without the prior approval of the Town Board.
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RESOLUTION #10
One Year Appointments
On motion of Councilman Schwasnick, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the following appointments are hereby made for the term of 1-year effective January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2026:

Budget Officer-Dan Casler			Deputy Town Clerk-Michael Regan
Deputy Supervisor-Kevin Sullivan		Deputy Tax Collector-Joseph George
Codes Enforcer-Vacant			Historian-Linda Comstock
Court Clerk-Therese Soules			Dog Control Officer-Greg Foster

RESOLUTION #11
Yearly Salaries
On motion of Supervisor Casler seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the salaries of the following appointed Town of Little Falls Officials for the year 2026 are as follows and do not exceed the amounts appropriated in the 2026 Town Budget: 

          TITLE	                             PAY PERIOD		ANNUAL SALARY
Councilmen (each)			Monthly		      $  	  2,100.00
Justice					Monthly			13,200.00
Supervisor				Monthly			10,000.00
Tax Collector				Monthly			  3,600.00
Town Clerk				Monthly			12,500.00			
Highway Superintendent		Bi-weekly			46,500.00
Assessor				Monthly			  9,200.00
Attorney				Monthly			12,900.00
Budget Officer			Monthly			  8,000.00
  (Salary is subject to any and all outside resources utilized by the named budget officer)
Health Officer				Annually			     500.00
Registrar of Vital Stats		Annually			     675.00
Historian				Annually			     450.00
Dog Control Officer			Monthly			  2,100.00
Codes Enforcing Officer		Monthly			  8,300.00
Court Clerk				Monthly			16,500.00
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(Resolution #11-Cont.)

Cleaner				Monthly 		                   25.00 
   (Per hour for a minimum of 4 hours per month and to the board’s pleasure) 

RESOLUTION #12
Re-Appointment, Planning Board-Daniel (Luke) Petkovsek

On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that Daniel (Luke) Petkovsek, hereby be re-appointed as to the planning Board for a term of seven years, retroactive from July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2032.

RESOLUTION #13
Re-Appointment, Board of Appeals-Frank Mendl

On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that Frank Mendl, hereby be re-appointed to the Board of Appeals for a term of five years, effective January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2030.

RESOLUTION #14
Re-Appointment, Town Attorney-Nick Macri

On motion of Supervisor Casler, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that Nicholas Macri, hereby be re-appointed as Town Attorney for a term of two years, effective January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2027.
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-Assessor Report:  
Supervisor Casler reported that the Town’s equalization rate for 2025 is 52.77.
 
-Codes Officer Report: None, Vacant Position
	Discussion was held on the need to get a codes officer. Supervisor Casler will contact the County Legislator Campione regarding this matter.

-Town Attorney Report:
	Attorney Macri stated that the town needs to formally adopt a resolution appointing a Foil Officer and Foil Appeals Officer.  Discussion was held on this matter with the board directing Attorney Macri to draw up a resolution for such naming the Town Supervisor as the Foil Officer and the Town Clerk as Foil Appeals Officer. This matter was tabled until next month.

RESOLUTION #15
Attorney Directed to Draft a Resolution Establishing Foil Efficient Town Officials
On motion of Councilman Soules, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED vote:
Ayes: Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
 
RESOLVED that Attorney Macri hereby be directed to draft a resolution establishing foil efficient officials for the town, naming the Town Supervisor as Foil Officer and Town Clerk as Foil Appeals Officer.

-Justice Report: 
Supervisor Casler reported that the Justice deposit for December was received and that the justice’s books need to be audited.  After discussion, it was decided that Councilmen Viscomi and Schwasnick will audit the books. 

-Planning Board Report:
	Clerk Regan reported that the Planning Board hasn’t met so there’s no report.

-Health Officer Report:  None, Vacant Position

-Dog Control Officer Report:  
	Clerk Regan reported that there’s been a bad dog attack at a town residence involving a delivery driver and that the case will be going to court. Supervisor Casler will contact Dog Control Officer Foster for an update.

-Highway Superintendent Report:  
Superintendent Cotton reported that an employee got his ring caught on a truck and has lost part of his finger.

-Town Clerk Report:
	Clerk Regan reported that the Local Laws on the moratoriums on solar farms and windmills have been filed with the state.
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-Discussion was held on having BANs drawn up for the 2025 Dump body and the Plow Equipment. After discussion it was decided to have separate BANs for each; approving one for the dump body now and one for the plow equipment at a later date.

RESOLUTION #16				
Approval to Draw Up BAN for a New 2025 Everest Multi Purpose Body Dump/Sander 

On motion of Supervisor Casler, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the Town Attorney hereby be authorized to draw up a BAN for $100,000 for a new 2025 Everest Multi Purpose Body Dump/Sander.

-Supervisor Casler reported:
-That permit fees need to be updated. Discussion was held on the draft of a fee schedule submitted by Clerk Regan with the board deciding to table adopting the schedule to allow the board time to review such.
-That Tax Collector George is receiving tax payments.
-That an informal informational gathering session with himself, Councilmen Soules and
Schwasnick, Planning Board Chairman Brown and Nextera Energy was held regarding battery energy storage systems. Supervisor Casler stated that the session was to gain information only. 

-Clerk Regan reported that the Moratorium on Battery Energy Storage Systems is due to expire in April. 

RESOLUTION #17
Acceptance of Proposed Local Law #1-2026, One Year Moratorium on Battery Energy Storage Systems

On motion of Councilman Soules, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board, of the Town of Little Falls, hereby accepts proposed Local Law #1-2026, which calls for a one-year moratorium on battery energy storage systems, allowing the Town Board time to analyze and determine potential regulations concerning this use.

-Discussion was held on scheduling a public hearing on Local Law #1-26 with the board deciding to table such to allow the board time to review the law and to receive approval from Herkimer-Oneida Planning Program.
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-Meeting recessed at 7:32 p.m. to audit the bills.
-Meeting resumed at 7:44 p.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk692437]RESOLUTION #18
Payment of General Bills
On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes- Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
RESOLVED that the General Bills # 1-11 in the amount of $6,858.43 hereby be paid.

RESOLUTION #19
Payment of Highway Bills
On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes-Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
RESOLVED that the Highway Bills #1-12, in the amount of $47,652.59 hereby be paid.

-The next regular meeting will be held on February 10, 2026 at the town hall at 6:00 p.m.

-Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. by Councilmen Viscomi and Sullivan.

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra Regan, Town Clerk


