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Town of         Little Falls
         	Local Law No.               5               of the year 2025.

A local law    Establishing a One-Year Moratorium of the Construction, Installation  
                    and/or Permitting of Wind Farms in the Town of Little Falls, County of
                                Herkimer and State of New York.       

Be it enacted by the                Town Board                                                   of the 
Town of         Little Falls                                                             as follows:

Section 1.	PURPOSE:
	The purpose of this Local Law is to protect the health, safety and well being of the Town residents and their property by establishing a moratorium on the construction, installation and/or permitting of wind farms in the Town of Little Falls for a period of twelve (12) months from the date of adoption in order for the Town of Little Falls to adopt regulations for the construction, installation, placement and permitting of wind farms in the Town of Little Falls.  

Section 2.	DEFINITONS:
	Wind Farm – an installation or are in which a group of windmills or wind turbines are set up to produce energy.   
	Wind Measuring Equipment – Any device that measures wind speed and direction in connection with a proposed wind farm.  
	Wind Turbine – a wind turbine is a device that converts the kinetic energy wind into electrical energy.  It contains a large vane wheel rotated by the wind to generate electricity.  

SECTION 3.	  ESTABLISHMENT OF REGULATIONS
	The Town of Little Falls recognizes that wind farms create significant impact on the community where they are established.  The issues of impact upon neighbors’ quality of life, aesthetics and effect on future development in the Town of Little Falls may well be adversely impacted if these uses are not regulated to ensure the public’s health, safety and welfare.  Therefore, the Town of Little Falls believes it is necessary to review the potential impacts of these land uses upon the Town and create regulations where the establishment of these uses would be beneficial to both the landowner and the community.  The Town of Little Falls believes that a time period of twelve (12) months will be necessary to develop sensible regulations to minimize the impact of these uses in the Town.  
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SECTION 4.	  MORATORIUM 
a. This Local Law shall provide for a moratorium on the construction, installation and/or permitting of wind farms and wind measuring equipment in the Town of Little Falls for a period of at least twelve (12) months from the adoption of the Local Law in order that the Town of Little Falls can establish regulations governing and the use and placement of wind farms in the Town of Little Falls.     

b. The Town of Little Falls Board shall not grant any approvals that would have as the result of the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement or erection of wind energy conversion system/wind mills within the Town of Little Falls. 

c. The Town of Little Falls Planning Board shall not grant any preliminary or final approval to a site plan, special use permit or other permit that would have as a result the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement, or erection of a wind energy conversion system/wind mills within the Town of Little Falls.

d. The Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Little Falls shall not issue any permit that would result in the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement and/or erection of a wind energy conversion system/wind mills within the Town of Little Falls.

e. The Town of Little Falls Board reserves the right to direct the Codes Enforcement Officer to revoke and/or rescind any building permits or certificates of occupancy issued in violation of this local law.  

SECTION 5.	 NO CONSIDERATION OF NEW APPLICATIONS	
	No application for construction affected by this local law or for approval for a site plan, variance, special use permit or other permits shall be considered by any board, officer or agency of the town while the moratorium imposed by this local law is in effect.  

SECTION 6.	TERM
	The moratorium imposed by this local law shall be in effect for a period of twelve (12) months from the effective date of this local law. 

SECTION 7.	PENALTIES
	Any person, firm or corporation that shall establish, place, construct, enlarge or erect any wind conversion system/wind mills in violation of the provisions of this local law or shall otherwise violate any of the provisions of this local law shall be subject to;
a. Such penalties as may otherwise be provided by applicable local laws, ordinances, rules or regulations of the Town of Little Falls for a violation; and
b. Injunctive relief in favor of the Town of Little Falls to cease any and all such actions which conflict with this local law and if necessary to remove any construction that may have taken place in violation of this local law.   
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SECTION 8.	VALIDITY
	The validity of any provision of this local law shall not affect the validity of any other provision of this local law that can be given effect without such invalid provisions.  

SECTION 9.	APPEALS
	All ordinances, local laws and the parts thereof not consistent with this local law are hereby repealed.  

SECTION 10.	SEVERABILITY 
	In the event that any word, phrase, or part of this local law shall be declared unconstitutional, the same shall be severed and separated from the remainder of this local law and shall not impact the remainder of said local law which shall remain in full force and effect.  

SECTION 11.	EXCEPTION
	This moratorium shall not apply to any permits to install a single wind energy conversion system on a single or tow family residence or outbuildings connected therewith in the Town of Little Falls.  

SECTION 12.	EFFCTIVE DATE
	This Local Law shall become effective immediately upon being filed in the office of the New York Secretary of State.  
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