REGULAR MEETING, TOWN BOARD, TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS, DECEMBER 9, 2025

A Regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Little Falls was held on December 9, 2025 at the town hall immediately following the public hearing on Local Law #5-2025 commencing at 6:10 p.m. with the following members present:

Present:	Supervisor Dan Casler
		Councilman Anthony Viscomi
		Councilman Kirk Schwasnick
		Councilman Kevin Sullivan
		Councilman Mitch Soules
		
Others Present:  Town Clerk, Sandra Regan; Town Attorney, Nicholas Macri; Highway Superintendent, Don Cotton; Kainan McCarthy, Michelle Connor and Nicole George.

-Supervisor Casler called the meeting to order directing the Clerk to call the roll.

RESOLUTION #102 
Minute Approval
On motion of Councilman Soules, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes: Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous month’s meetings, as submitted by the clerk, hereby be approved.

-Privilege of the floor was granted to those present. 

-Town residents, Kainan McCarthy and Michelle Connor, as a follow up to a letter they had submitted to Supervisor Casler regarding the lack of traffic signals at the intersection of State’s Route 5S and Route 167, stated they were present to ask the board for direction and who to contact about the road; that they’ve lived there for about a year and there’s been four major accidents that’s caused damage to their property and the telephone pole and they’ve had cars ending up in their yard. 
	Attorney Macri stated that because it’s a state road they need to contact their state representative, Assemblyman Robert Smullen; that you may not get to speak with him directly but his office should be able to give some direction.  
	Supervisor Casler told Mr. McCarthy and Ms. Connor to contact him if they needed help and Attorney Macri stated that they can request a letter of support from the town if it’s needed.

-Town resident, Nicole George, introduced herself to the board stating that Tax Collector Bladek had asked her if she would be interested in the tax collector position and she told her she would.  Mrs. George gave an overview of her work experience stating that that she is very familiar with tax collection and would be glad to do it.
	Supervisor Casler stated that he wants to make it clear that due to the timing of Tax Collector Bladek’s resignation and being that its tax season, a person with experience is needed immediately; that there isn’t time to put out notice that a vacancy has occurred.  Supervisor Casler stated that he’s confident that Mrs. George can take over immediately and recommends that she be appointed tonight.
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	After discussion, the board agreed that under the circumstances, a replacement is needed immediately and approved Mr. George’s appointment.

RESOLUTION #103
Resignation Acceptance-Amy Bladek, Tax Collector
On motion of Supervisor Casler, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the resignation of Amy Bladek as Tax Collector hereby by accepted effective December 9, 2025.
 
RESOLUTION #104
Appointment-Nicole George, Tax Collector
On motion of Supervisor Casler, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

WHEREAS due to the resignation of Amy Bladek, a vacancy has occurred for the position of Tax Collector, and

WHEREAS due to it being tax season and a Tax Collector is needed immediately,

BE IT RESOLVED that Nicole George hereby be appointed as Tax Collector to fill the unexpired term of the Tax Collector effective December 9, 2025 through December 31, 2026.

-Supervisor Casler reported that a contract proposal was received from Jordyan Mueller to continue as Project Manager for phase three of the Comprehensive Plan.  The board decided to hold an executive session to discuss this matter.

RESOLUTION #105 
Executive Session
On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes: Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
 
RESOLVED that the town board hereby hold an executive session to discuss a contractual proposal.
REGULAR MEETING, TOWN BOARD, TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS, DECEMBER 9, 2025-CONT.

-Regular meeting recessed at 6:15 p.m.
-Executive session commences at 6:15 p.m.
-Executive session ends at 6:36 p.m.
-Regular meeting commences at 6:36 p.m.

-Attorney Macri stated that no action was taken during the executive session.

-Discussion was held on Ms. Mueller’s contract proposal with the board deciding to table this matter.

-Discussion was held on approving ARC Herkimer’s Event Center pilot.  After discussion the board decided to approve such.

RESOLUTION #106
ARC Herkimer Pilot Agreement Approval
On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the Town Board, of the Town of Little Falls hereby approves a ten-year pilot program with ARC Herkimer for their new Event Center that starts when construction is completed in approximately July 2027 in the amount of $20,000 for the first year with a 2.5% annual increase for ten years and,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Supervisor of the Town of Little Falls hereby be authorized to execute said agreement upon receipt of a final copy and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that there be a separate agreement that ARC Herkimer will not make application to have the golf course and event center tax exempt and they will continue to pay taxes annually together with said increases.

-Supervisor Monthly Report:
	Supervisor Casler reported:
	-That he’s submitted a monthly financial report for the board’s review.
	-That a transfer of $50,000 needs to be made to cover payroll and expenses.  After discussion on this matter the transfer was approved.








REGULAR MEETING, TOWN BOARD, TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS, DECEMBER 9, 2025-CONT.

RESOLUTION #107
Fund Transfer

On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that $50,000 hereby be transferred from the General Fund to the Highway Fund to cover payroll and expenses.

RESOLUTION #108	
Supervisor Monthly Financial Report Approval

On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes-Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0

RESOLVED that the Supervisor’s Monthly Financial Report, as submitted, hereby be approved and placed on file.

-Assessor Report:  None

-Codes Officer:  None

-Town Attorney Report:  Nothing at this time.

-Justice Report:
	Supervisor Casler reported that the Justice report for the month was received.

-Planning Board Report:
	Clerk Regan reported that the planning board didn’t meet, therefore there’s no report.

-Steering Committee Report:
	Supervisor Casler reported that the steering committee met and Member Salamone has a preliminary copy of some things he’s compiled up to this point.

-Health Officer Report: None, vacant position

-Dog Control Officer Report:  None

-Highway Superintendent Report:  Nothing at this time.
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-Town Clerk Report:
	Clerk Regan report:
	-That in regards to a new lawn mower three quotes will be needed according to the town’s procurement policy.
	-That she’s spoken with Ginny Rogers about undertaking the new website mandates and that this is something she can handle so this will be worked on.
	-Tax Collector George has been given the spring clean up notices for the tax bills.
	-That she has a draft of some fees that she received from Attorney Macri for the board to consider. Attorney Macri didn’t have any fees for solar and wind mills and because the town doesn’t have any she will use some from another neighboring town; that the fee schedule can be adopted by resolution rather than by a law, so it can be easily revised if and when needed.  
	
RESOLUTION #109
Adoption of Local Law #4-2025, One-Year Moratorium on Solar Energy Systems

On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

WHEREAS, notice was published in the Times Telegram on October 21, 2025 and a public hearing was held on November 11, 2025 and,

WHEREAS, there were no comments against the passage of Local Law #4-2025, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Local Law #4-2025 hereby be adopted as follows:

Town of         Little Falls      
         	Local Law No.               4              of the year 2025.

A local law    Establishing a One-Year Moratorium on Applications, Approvals, and/or Construction or Installation of Solar Energy Systems and/or Solar Farms within the Town of Little Falls, Herkimer County and State of New York.
 
Be it enacted by the                Town Board                                                   of the 
Town of         Little Falls                                                             as follows:

Section 1:  Purpose and Intent.
The purpose of this Local Law is to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the Town of Little Falls and to maintain the status quo as to certain solar energy uses, as the Town of Little Falls lacks zoning regulations to address this use.  This moratorium will temporarily 
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(Resolution #109-cont.)

stop the processing of applications for and the issuance of permits, certificates of occupancy, and approvals for certain land uses related to solar energy, included but not limited to, solar farms.  This moratorium will be effective on any application that has not completed State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”) review and received a determination of significance.  The moratorium is for a period of one (1) year, allowing the Town Board to analyze and determine potential appropriate zoning regulations concerning this use.

Section 2:  Legislative Findings.
The Town of Little Falls Town Board hereby finds that without a temporary halt on the processing, permitting, and approval for certain solar land uses there is a potential that such uses could be located in unsuitable areas within the Town and/or on particular lots without adequate dimensional regulations in place.  The potential for the unsuitable location of and lack of proper dimensional regulations for such uses would have materially adverse impacts on the Town.  The Town Board also finds that time is required to perform the necessary analysis of the potential types of solar energy facilities that could be located in the Town.  By maintaining the status quo regarding such uses, the Town Board can provide for the planned orderly growth and development of the Town. 

Section 3:  Moratorium Imposed; Applicability.
For a period of one (1) year following the effective date of this Local Law, no application may be processed, and no permits, certificates of occupancy, approvals, variances, denials, determinations or interpretations may be issued or granted for any land uses related to solar energy, including but not limited to, solar farms.  This temporary moratorium will apply to any application that has not completed SEQRA review and received a determination of significance upon the effective date of this Local Law.

The term “land uses relating to solar energy” shall be broadly construed to include any facility designed to generate electric power to be marketed, sold or used for other than the power demands of the improvements on the property on which such facility is located.  Not included within the scope of this moratorium are solar energy facilities designed to generate electric power solely for the use of the improvements located on the same property.  The term “solar farm” shall mean a collection of solar panels covering one-quarter (1/4) acre or more of land that are designed to capture sunlight and transform it into electricity.  This definition includes freestanding and ground pole-mounted photovoltaic and parabolic solar installations.  This definition does not include photovoltaic panels that are mounted on or affixed to residential dwellings for their use or municipal buildings or existing panels mounted on commercial or industrial buildings.

This Local Law shall be binding on the Town Board, Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer, all Town boards, officials, and employees, and any applicant or real property owner in the Town desiring to apply for or receive a permit, certificate of occupancy, or approval in the Town of Little Falls.

During the period of the moratorium, the Town Board shall endeavor to complete all reasonable and necessary review, study, analysis and, if warranted, enactment of a Town of Little Falls Zoning Code.  During the period of the moratorium, no applications will be accepted nor REGULAR MEETING, TOWN BOARD, TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS, DECEMBER 9, 2025-CONT.

(Resolution #109-cont.)

permits, certificates of occupancy or approvals issued which would authorize development within the Town for land uses relating to solar energy as described above, unless the applicant has completed SEQRA review and received a determination of significance upon the effective date of this Local Law. 

Section 4:  Term.
This moratorium shall be in effect for a period of twelve (12) consecutive months from its effective date.  This term may be extended for a cumulative period of up to an additional twelve (12) consecutive months, if necessary, by resolutions of the Town Board.

Section 5:  Effect on Other Laws.
To the extent that any law, ordinance, rule or regulation, or parts thereof are in conflict with the provisions of this Local Law, including all provisions of Article 16 of the New York State Town Law concerning special use permit, site plan building permit, and certificate of occupancy procedure and requirements, this Local Law shall control and supersede such law, ordinance, rule, or regulation.

Section 6:  Variance.

Any application for a variance from the terms of this moratorium may be submitted, with an application fee of $500.  Notwithstanding the provisions of Article 16 of the NYS Town Law, such variance requests shall be considered by the Town Board in accordance with the requirements for a use variance.

Section 7:  Severability.

Should any provision of the Local Law be declared by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of this Local Law as a whole or any part thereof other than the part so decided to be unconstitutional or invalid.

Section 8:  Effective Date.

This Local Law shall be effective upon its filing with the Secretary of State in accordance with the Municipal Home Rule Law.

-Discussion was held on windmills coming into town and for the record, as recommended by Attorney Macri, Councilmen Soules and Schwasnick declared they have, at this time, a financial interest in such and Supervisor Casler declared he is negotiations with such.
	Attorney Macri stated that by declaring their financial interests, there is no conflict of interest and they can now vote on subjects involving windmills.
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RESOLUTION #110
Adoption of Local Law #5-2025, One-Year Moratorium on Wind Farms 
On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

WHEREAS, notice was published in the Times Telegram on November 21, 2025 and a public hearing was held on December 9, 2025 and,

WHEREAS, there were no comments against the passage of Local Law #5-2025, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Local Law #5-2025 hereby be adopted as follows:

Town of         Little Falls
         	Local Law No.               5               of the year 2025.

A local law    Establishing a One-Year Moratorium of the Construction, Installation  
                    and/or Permitting of Wind Farms in the Town of Little Falls, County of
                                Herkimer and State of New York.       

Be it enacted by the                Town Board                                                   of the 
Town of         Little Falls                                                             as follows:

Section 1.	PURPOSE:
	The purpose of this Local Law is to protect the health, safety and well being of the Town residents and their property by establishing a moratorium on the construction, installation and/or permitting of wind farms in the Town of Little Falls for a period of twelve (12) months from the date of adoption in order for the Town of Little Falls to adopt regulations for the construction, installation, placement and permitting of wind farms in the Town of Little Falls.  

Section 2.	DEFINITONS:
	Wind Farm – an installation or are in which a group of windmills or wind turbines are set up to produce energy.   
	Wind Measuring Equipment – Any device that measures wind speed and direction in connection with a proposed wind farm.  
	Wind Turbine – a wind turbine is a device that converts the kinetic energy wind into electrical energy.  It contains a large vane wheel rotated by the wind to generate electricity.  
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(Resolution #110-cont.)

SECTION 3.	  ESTABLISHMENT OF REGULATIONS
	The Town of Little Falls recognizes that wind farms create significant impact on the community where they are established.  The issues of impact upon neighbors’ quality of life, aesthetics and effect on future development in the Town of Little Falls may well be adversely impacted if these uses are not regulated to ensure the public’s health, safety and welfare.  Therefore, the Town of Little Falls believes it is necessary to review the potential impacts of these land uses upon the Town and create regulations where the establishment of these uses 

would be beneficial to both the landowner and the community.  The Town of Little Falls believes that a time period of twelve (12) months will be necessary to develop sensible regulations to minimize the impact of these uses in the Town.  

SECTION 4.	  MORATORIUM 
a. This Local Law shall provide for a moratorium on the construction, installation and/or permitting of wind farms and wind measuring equipment in the Town of Little Falls for a period of at least twelve (12) months from the adoption of the Local Law in order that the Town of Little Falls can establish regulations governing and the use and placement of wind farms in the Town of Little Falls.     

b. The Town of Little Falls Board shall not grant any approvals that would have as the result of the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement or erection of wind energy conversion system/wind mills within the Town of Little Falls. 

c. The Town of Little Falls Planning Board shall not grant any preliminary or final approval to a site plan, special use permit or other permit that would have as a result the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement, or erection of a wind energy conversion system/wind mills within the Town of Little Falls.

d. The Code Enforcement Officer of the Town of Little Falls shall not issue any permit that would result in the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement and/or erection of a wind energy conversion system/wind mills within the Town of Little Falls.

e. The Town of Little Falls Board reserves the right to direct the Codes Enforcement Officer to revoke and/or rescind any building permits or certificates of occupancy issued in violation of this local law.  

SECTION 5.	 NO CONSIDERATION OF NEW APPLICATIONS	
	No application for construction affected by this local law or for approval for a site plan, variance, special use permit or other permits shall be considered by any board, officer or agency of the town while the moratorium imposed by this local law is in effect.  
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(Resolution #110-cont.)

SECTION 6.	TERM
	The moratorium imposed by this local law shall be in effect for a period of twelve (12) months from the effective date of this local law. 

SECTION 7.	PENALTIES
	Any person, firm or corporation that shall establish, place, construct, enlarge or erect any wind conversion system/wind mills in violation of the provisions of this local law or shall otherwise violate any of the provisions of this local law shall be subject to;
a. Such penalties as may otherwise be provided by applicable local laws, ordinances, rules or regulations of the Town of Little Falls for a violation; and
b. Injunctive relief in favor of the Town of Little Falls to cease any and all such actions which conflict with this local law and if necessary to remove any construction that may have taken place in violation of this local law.   

SECTION 8.	VALIDITY
	The validity of any provision of this local law shall not affect the validity of any other provision of this local law that can be given effect without such invalid provisions.  

SECTION 9.	APPEALS
	All ordinances, local laws and the parts thereof not consistent with this local law are hereby repealed.  

SECTION 10.	SEVERABILITY 
	In the event that any word, phrase, or part of this local law shall be declared unconstitutional, the same shall be severed and separated from the remainder of this local law and shall not impact the remainder of said local law which shall remain in full force and effect.  

SECTION 11.	EXCEPTION
	This moratorium shall not apply to any permits to install a single wind energy conversion system on a single or tow family residence or outbuildings connected therewith in the Town of Little Falls.  

SECTION 12.	EFFCTIVE DATE
	This Local Law shall become effective immediately upon being filed in the office of the New York Secretary of State.  

-Meeting recessed at 7:11 p.m. to audit the bills.
-Meeting resumed at 7:25 p.m.
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RESOLUTION #111
Payment of General Bills
On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes- Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Soules
Noes-0
RESOLVED that the General Bills #125-138 in the amount of $13,324.26, hereby be paid.

RESOLUTION #112
Payment of Highway Bills
On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes-Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Soules
Noes-0
RESOLVED that the Highway Bills #160-175, in the amount of $30,277.04, hereby be paid.

-The next reorganizational and regular meeting will be held on January 13, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the town hall.

-Meeting adjourned at 7:27 p.m.-Councilmen Soules, Schwasnick

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra Regan, Town Clerk              
