REGULAR MEETING, TOWN BOARD, TOWN OF LITTLE FALLS, OCTOBER 8, 2025

A Regular meeting of the Town Board, Town of Little Falls was held on October 8, 2025 at the town hall commencing at 7:05 p.m. with the following members present:

Present:	Supervisor Dan Casler
		Councilman Anthony Viscomi
		Councilman Kirk Schwasnick
		Councilman Kevin Sullivan	
		Councilman Mitch Soules

Others Present:  Town Clerk, Sandra Regan; Highway Superintendent, Donald Cotton

-Supervisor Casler called the meeting to order directing the Clerk to call the roll.
-Notice of the meeting’s date change from October 14th to the 8th was published in the Times Telegram and the town’s bulletin board on September 23rd.

RESOLUTION #84
Minute Approval
On motion of Councilman Soules, seconded by Councilman Viscomi, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes: Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the previous month’s meetings, as submitted by the clerk, hereby be approved.

Privilege of the floor was granted to those present. There were no comments.

-Supervisor Monthly Report:
-Supervisor Casler reported:
-That he submitted a financial report for the board’s review and an updated final tentative budget sheet.  Review was held on the financial report.
-That a satisfactory report was received from Agriculture and Markets on a Humane Society inspection.
-That a letter was received from Comp Alliance that there are no workers’ compensation loss control recommendations to report.

-Assessor Report:  None

-Codes Officer Report: 
-Supervisor Casler reported that a large shed, was put back in the woods on State Route 169 that Codes Officer Green is looking into and that he’s asked Codes Officer Green to start cracking down on the condition of some properties in the town. 

-Town Attorney Report:  None

-Town Justice Report:
	Supervisor Casler reported that the Justice report and deposit was received and Court Clerk Soules has filed the JCAP grant application for approximately $2,700.00 for computer upgrades.
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-Planning Board Report:
	Clerk Regan reported that the Planning Board is scheduled to meet tomorrow to consider approval of ARC Herkimer’s Event Center Project. 
Supervisor Casler reminded everyone about the Steering Committee’s open forum on October 22nd at 6:00p.m.

-Discussion was held on approving ARC Herkimer’s tentative pilot agreement.  This matter was tabled until a signed agreement is received.

-Health Officer Report:  Vacant position

-Dog Control Officer Report:  None

-Highway Superintendent Report:  Nothing at this time

-Town Clerk Report:
-Clerk Regan read the official resolution received from Attorney Macri regarding the Town’s request that the state reduce the speed limit on O’Hara Road. Attorney Macri will sent a formal request to the NYD DOT.
	-That the proposed local law on a solar energy system moratorium has to be accepted and a public hearing scheduled.  Clerk Regan stated that the law is identical to previous ones except that Attorney Macri has made this one a one-year moratorium versus eight months. After discussion the board approved such.

RESOLUTION #85
Acceptance of Proposed Local Law #4-2025, One-Year Moratorium on Solar Energy Systems, Scheduling of Public Hearing and Clerk Authorization to Publish Notice of Such

On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board, of the Town of Little Falls, hereby accepts proposed Local Law #4-2025, which calls for one (1) year moratorium on solar energy systems, allowing the Town Board to analyze and determine potential zoning regulations concerning this use, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board, of the Town of Little Falls, hereby schedules a public hearing on said law to be held on November 11, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. at the town hall, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the town clerk hereby be authorized to publish notice of said hearing in the Times Telegram at her discretion.

-Discussion and review was held on the 2026 tentative budget.
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RESOLUTION #86
Scheduling of Public Hearing on 2026 Preliminary Budget 

On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

WHEREAS that the Budget Officer’s Tentative Budget for the calendar year of 2026 was approved as the 2026 Preliminary Budget on September 9, 2025 by resolution #77, and

BE IT RESOLVED that a public hearing on said budget hereby be scheduled for November 11, 2025 immediately following a public hearing on Local Law #4 schedule for 6:00 p.m., at the town hall, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to publish notice in the Times Telegram of the Public Hearing on the 2026 Preliminary Budget at her discretion.

-Discussion was held on changing the monthly meeting’s time from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
After discussion, the board approved changing the time to 6:00 p.m. during the months of November through March.

RESOLUTION #87		
Adoption of Local Law #3-2025 Overriding Tax Levy Limit 

On motion of Supervisor Casler, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

WHEREAS, notice was published in the Times Telegram and a public hearing was held on September 23, 2025 on Local Law #3-2024, and,

WHEREAS, there were no comments against the passage of Local Law #3-2025, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Local Law #3-2025 hereby be enacted as follows:

Section 1.  Legislative Intent
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Little Falls pursuant to General Municipal Law § 3-c, and to 
allow the Town of Little Falls to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2026 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law § 3-c.
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(Resolution #87-cont.)

Section 2.  Authority
This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c, which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax cap by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board.

Section 3.  Tax Levy Limit Override
The Town Board of the Town of Little Falls, County of Herkimer is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2026 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the amount otherwise proscribed in General Municipal Law § 3-c.

Section 4.  Severability
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of the Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstances, shall be adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of the Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered.

Section 5.  Effective Date
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

RESOLUTION #88
Time Change For Town Board Meetings From 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. During the Months of November-March

On motion of Councilman Sullivan, seconded by Councilman Soules, the following resolution was ADOPTED by roll call vote:
Supervisor Casler		Aye
Councilman Viscomi		Aye
Councilman Schwasnick	Aye
Councilman Sullivan		Aye
Councilman Soules		Aye

RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Little Falls, hereby changes the time of the monthly town board meetings from 7:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. during the months of November through March.

-Meeting recessed at 8:35 p.m. to audit the bills.
-Meeting resumed at 8:50

[bookmark: _Hlk692437]
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RESOLUTION #89
Payment of General Bills
On motion of Councilman Viscomi, seconded by Councilman Schwasnick, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes- Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
RESOLVED that the General Bills #103-104 in the amount of $689.06, hereby be paid.

RESOLUTION #90
Payment of Highway Bills
On motion of Councilman Soules, seconded by Councilman Sullivan, the following resolution was ADOPTED-vote:
Ayes-Supervisor Casler; Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick, Sullivan, Soules
Noes-0
RESOLVED that the Highway Bills #142-151, in the amount of $25,071.76, hereby be paid.

-The next regular meeting will be held on November 11, 2025 immediately following the public hearing on Local Law #4-2025 and the 2026 Preliminary Budget scheduled for 6:00 p.m. at the town hall.

-Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.-Councilmen Viscomi, Schwasnick

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra Regan, Town Clerk              
